- IKON HERITAGE TOURS PRESENT -
NZ RAILWAY RENDEZVOUS - January 2004
Visiting Live Steam Railroads and other venues of interest throughout New Zealand
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A trip through NZ  for live steamers and partners to take place 

                      29th December 2003 to 28th January 2004.


Travel will be by luxury coach and several rail trips are included. 

At most miniature railway clubs there will be locos for tour members to operate. Accommodation - costs are based on two persons per unit in 4 star Motels or Hotels including a 'Continental' breakfasts, muesli, fruit, toast & coffee. 

Also included in the trip costing are the meals provided by the various live steam clubs and the trip on the 100 year old coal fired steamship EARNSLAW at Queenstown. 

All other lunch and evening meal costs are your care.

NORTH ISLAND of NZ

Monday Dec 29th 2003 
 

Arrive in NZ  - Breakfast at Butterfly Creek Restaurant Railway and Wetlands at Auckland Airport.  Travel via city sights to hotel.  At 1800 hrs meet with tour guides Dave and Lynne Giles in the hotel foyer to receive updated tour information.   


Accom.  Sky City Hotel   Auckland
Day 1

Tuesday Dec 30th 2003
Coach departs hotel at 0900 hrs

Travel 2.5 hours by coach to Whangarei, north of Auckland. 

Visit Whangarei Model Engineering club and ride the miniature trains. 


Visit the harbourside Town Basin www.destinationnorthland.net.nz 



Visit the Clock Museum with 1500 various clocks. www.oo.co.nz/claphams


Coach departs 1500 hrs - 

Accom.  Beachcomber Resort  Bay Of Islands

Day 2
Wednesday Dec 31st 2003 Coach departs 0900 hrs for a tour of the local area.  including a visit to the Keri Keri Stone Store, one of the oldest buildings in NZ.



Free afternoon - Suggest Fullers boat cruises  www.fullers-bay-of-islands.co.nz  



See the New Year in by the pool. 

Accom. Beachcomber Resort, Bay of Islands
Day 3

Thursday January 1st 2004                                        www.kauri-museum.com
Depart hotel at 0830 hrs, Travel to Matakohe Kauri timber Museum for lunch on the way to Auckland.  Visit Monterey Park, Miniature Village, boats, NG  trains, Vintage Car museum and ride behind the 1/2 size Fowler 0-6-0

loco. Afternoon tea  www.montereypark.co.nz       Accom. Sky City Auckland
Day 4
Friday January 2nd  2004









www.kellytarltons.co.nz 

Scenic coach departing 10.00hrs. We visit Kelly Tarltons Underwater World,  

Return to hotel at noon. Free afternoon. Walk to Americas Cup Village, Sky Tower, Maritime Museum or take a harbour cruise. 
Accom. Sky City 
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Day 5

Saturday January 3rd.    MAINLINE STEAM WORKSHOPS






http://www.websnz.com/mse/
Options #1 & #2 Coach departs hotel at 0830 

Option #1 Live Steamers visit the Mainline Steam depot all morning and drive one of the full size steam locomotives back and forward in the yard. 

Ian Welch, founder / owner of the Mainline Steam Trust, has agreed to have a full size passenger hauling 4-8-2 Ja class or similar loco in steam when the RR2004 tour group visits the Mainline Steam Depot on Saturday morning.

'Tour Engineers' will be allowed to operate the locomotive under supervision.

A 'Donation' of $50 per person would be appropriate by 'tour engineers' to help cover some of the operating costs for the morning.  

'Assistant Engineers' may ride in the locomotive cab as it shunts back and forth in the depot yard. A 'donation' of  $20 per person would be appropriate.

The Mainline Steam Trust has rebuilt several ex NZR full size steam locomotives at great cost and returned them to full working order.

At 1300 hours we then proceed to the Manukau Live Steamers Club rooms and railway track  for the afternoon.  There will be miniature locos at the MLS club available for visitors to operate. There are two tracks, a spiral hill track and a prairie route around the park. They total 1.6 miles of  7.25" gauge track.

We have invited the owners of several pre 1915 veteran autos to attend. 

There will be gasoline and steam cars available for your pleasure. 

We have also invited Allan Roberts to bring and run several of his scratch built miniature aircraft engines.  These include Lycoming, Gipsy Moth, 

Bentley 9 cyl radial and a turbo prop 'modern' aircraft engine.  

Allan built all these miniature engines and the craftsmanship is absolutely outstanding.  An evening meal completes the day at Manukau L Steamers. http://manukaulivesteamers.orcon.net.nz
Option #2 A brief visit to Mainline Steam Depot.  At 1000 hrs the coach takes the ladies to 'Eden Gardens' and 'Botany Downs', Auckland's newest shopping complex.  The coach will pick up the Option #2 group at 1430 hrs and take them to the Manukau Live Steamers Club to spend the remainder of the afternoon with the option #1 group. 

The club will provide an evening meal.      

Accom Sky City Auckland
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Day 6

Sunday January 4th
  Coach departs hotel 0815 hrs



Visit Glenbrook Vintage railway, 3'6" gauge. This heritage railway 

operates several ex logging and ex NZR locomotives and other 

equipment on its 10 Km of track. The GVR has good workshop facilities 

and major steam locomotive overhauls are completed here for other heritage 

rail groups.  An ALCO Mallet 2-4-0 0-4-2, the only one in the world still operates here.
Locomotive cab rides may be available at this railway
Morning tea is available at the restored Glenbrook Vintage Railway Station. 

. 

Coach departs at 1215 hrs for the Coromandel Peninsular near Thames. 

We will have a stop at an Ostrich farm for lunch and then take a tour to enlighten you on farming this very interesting large bird for commercial use.

A further 20-minute trip will get us to the Thames Small Gauge 7.25"

Railway Club.  The Thames club will run miniature trains in the afternoon and will provide an evening meal for our group on site.   

 www.voyager.co.nz/~sgjames
Accom - Tuscany of Thames 

Day 7

Monday January 5th
Coach departs Thames motel at 0830 hrs


Travel 2 hours north to Driving Creek Railway at Coromandel Township. 

Artist, Potter, Conservationist and Mountain Railway Engineer, Barry Brickel constructed this unique 15"gauge railway to haul clay out of the hills for his pottery and brick works at the base station.  The narrow gauge mountain railway has now become the main attraction in this town with its 7% gradients, zigzag switchbacks and double decker bridge on route to EYE-FULL TOWER, the coffee shop at the summit.  http://www.drivingcreekrailway.co.nz/    

Perhaps a plate of mussels and a glass of wine for lunch. 

Return to Thames. 



Accom Tuscany of Thames

Day 8 
Tuesday Jan 6th   Depart Thames 0830 hrs and travel 30 min. to Paeroa for breakfast. Travel to Rotorua via, Tauranga / Mt Maunganui for Lunch - 

Te Puke Kiwi Fruit farm, Dave Watt's workshop visit.



                                       Accom        Novotel Lakeside Rotorua

Day 9

Wednesday Jan 7th  



  www.nzmaori.co.nz 

Visit the Whakarewarewa Thermal valley. A high-pressure steam geyser spurts high into the air at regular intervals, see boiling mud pools. Ride on the IKON people movers, which transport guests around the 2-mile pathway. 

The IKON designed and built battery electric people movers are induction charged from wire coils in the pathway while the passengers are loading for the journey. Visit the darkened Kiwi House and see some real live Kiwis. (flightless birds)  Return to hotel 1100hrs. 1230 hrs depart hotel for Rainbow Springs and then on to Rotorua Live Steam club track at Holdens Bay for afternoon tea.  

At 1700 hrs depart the club for the Tamaki Bros Maori Concert and meal.
Accom. Novotel Rotorua 
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Day 10
Thursday Jan 8th  Depart hotel at 08.45 for the Agrodome with sheep shearing demonstrations are planned. www.agrodome.co.nz  then drive through to Hamilton via Tirau.  Check into hotel before the men go to the track for registration.  Ladies depart at 1500 for Grandmothers Garden, one of New Zealand's largest Patchwork and Quilting shops and to Wairere Nursery specialising in heritage plants and old and new roses.  

Crafts shops and the Sweet / Candy and Chocolate factories may be on the agenda. 



Accom 
Novatel Hamilton
BBQ dinner at club from 6.00 pm

Day 11- 13
Friday January 9th
 - Live Steam Convention    http://www.hamiltonmodelengineers.com
Convention registration & costs are included in the RR2004 trip costing.

Friday9th Jan   Track running.  At 10.15am bus departs Convention site for Cambridge known for its antique and art and craft stores and then to visit a horse stud farm before returning to the track at 12.30pm for lunch. 

4.15 pm  bus departs Convention for a River Cruise on the Waipa Delta 

Return 6.15pm     BBQ dinner from 6.00 pm.

Saturday10th Jan Track running.  At 10.30 bus departs Convention  for Hamilton Gardens. Return  12.30pm.  Track closes 4.00 pm.  Return to hotel

Dinner marquee open from 6.00 pm  

Sunday 11th Jan Track running or free day.  

Day 14

Monday Jan 12th  Coach departs Hamilton at 0800hrs  

Travel south to Waitomo where a tour into the underground Waitomo Caves at 0930 hrs is scheduled. There is a natural underground cathedral. www.waitomocaves.co.nz
Lunch at 'Big Apple' After lunch the coach travels the 2 hour trip south to the  

Manu-Ariki Marae and Miniature Railway near Taumarunui.
Upon arrival at Manu-Ariki we will receive a Ceremonial Maori welcome.  After the welcome the overseas guests are expected to respond by singing the National Anthem of their country. Do you know the words? We will practice on the coach

After the welcome there may be a tour of the Marae complex (village). 

The main building complex has dining facilities and accommodation to cater for 1500 guests. We have had many live steam train meets here and the facilities and hospitality are excellent.   



Accommodation for the Ladies will be in the VIP quarters on the third floor.

Gents will be accommodated in the main dormitory on the second floor.

Meals will be served in the dining room on the ground floor.

Day 15 
Tuesday January 13 th       Manu-Ariki   continued.


A morning Marae tour may be arranged. 

0830 hrs The railway track will be open for our use, Live Steam and diesel locomotives will be available to give you rides on this great mountain railway. The Track climbs the mountain via 6 horseshoe curves, through 'Grand Canyon' crosses two viaducts and passes through two 200 ft long tunnels on its route to the summit at Pioneer Siding.  The railway summit is 52ft above the base station. The up grade is + 2%.  The downgrade is -2.5%   ManuAriki Railway is the largest 7.25" gauge miniature railway in NZ. On the 3000 metre train ride there are many life-sized animals carved from NZ's native Kauri timber. 
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Coach departs Manu-Ariki at 1200 hrs noon to meet the Overlander train. 

We ride the rails from Taumarunui south via the famous Raurimu Spiral. We also cross a large steel viaduct and pass over the Tangiwai river to Waiouru and reboard the coach. The coach then heads north past Mt Ruapehu in the Tongariro National Park to Lake Taupo, NZ's largest lake. We will visit the Wairakei Geothermal Steam collection farm, which supplies steam to the nearby Power station. We will also visit Huka falls on the Waikato River. www.taupo.com 

Accom. - African Caboose Hotel
. www.taupo.caboose.co.nz
Day 16

Wednesday January 14th Coach departs at 0830 hrs for the 2.5 hour trip
to Napier, The 'Art Deco' capital of the world.  A guide will board the coach and give a commentary explaining the Art Deco 'stuff' 

We will visit a vineyard for lunch and then travel to Havelock North, the home of the Keirunga Park Railway. This railway has 3 gauges, 3.5"  5" and  7.25" 

There will be an afternoon track meet and evening banquet for our group at this fabulous 7.25" gauge railway.            Accom - Te-Mata Lodge Havelock North
www.napier.co.nz    www.livesteaming.com/keirunga/keirunga.htm




            

Day 17
Thursday January 15th    Coach departs 0730 hrs.  Travel 2.5 hrs to the Tokomaru Steam Museum. The largest engine here has a flywheel 16 feet in diameter and uses Corliss valve poppet valve gear. Morning tea is at the Shannon Restored Railway Station before travelling to the garden railway of Ed Dunn. Visit Paraparaumu where Sir Len Southward has assembled the finest collection of historic vehicles from around the world at the Southward Motor Museum. http://www.southward.org.nz/ 

There is a restaurant on site for lunch.

There is also a 474-seat theatre on site, which has a massive 75-year-old Wurlitzer theatre pipe organ in full working order. We have arranged for a 

30 minute organ recital at 1430 hrs for our group by the resident organist.

Arrive at  Kapiti Live Steamers track for a late afternoon run and an evening meal.


 Accom. - Homestay in private homes 'Kiwi Style'

Day 18
Friday 16th January 

At 0930hrs we travel to the Burleigh museum of "Steam toys and antique dolls" and enjoy all the exhibits and traditional 'Devonshire tea'  

A 30-minute ride is next to visit Ian Welch's new Mainline Steam depot at Plimmerton where full size steam locos are restored, serviced and housed. The coach departs M S at for the trip to Mt Victoria overlooking Wellington before arriving at the Duxton Hotel. Our N.I. Coach Captain leaves our group here.        Afternoon free.  www.wellingtonnz.com
Accom - Duxton Hotel Wellington
Day 19
 Saturday 17th January - Free day in Wellington - You could take a trip on the Johnsonville suburban train (one hour round trip) a ride on the city cable car and visit the Museum of New Zealand, Te Papa just across the street or visit the Botanical Gardens nearby.

http://www.tepapa.govt.nz 

Accom         Duxton Hotel - Wellington
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SOUTH ISLAND OF NEW ZEALAND -

Day 20 
Sunday 18th January Assemble in foyer at 0745 for coach transfer to ferry 
Depart Wellington on the 0900  Inter Island ferry - The Ferry trip from Wellington to the South Island takes 3 hours. Have lunch on the ferry.

30 minutes coach ride from Picton Ferry to our Motel in Blenheim 

The Blenheim Model Engineering club will run for us and supply 

an evening meal on site.               
Accom - Blenheim Country Lodge 

Day 21
Monday January 19th
 Free morning or a bus trip around local sights including a visit to a local garden for morning tea. 

At 1345 hours we catch the Tranz Coastal train for the 5-hour trip south along the scenic costal route to Christchurch.  Light lunch available on the train

Accom - Rydges, Christchurch - 
Day 22
Tuesday 20th Jan. Coach departs at 0800 hrs for a tour through the road tunnel to the port of Lyttelton.  0900hrs Ferrymead Transport Museum    www.ferrymead.org.nz
The 'Tramcar director' has agreed to have the Kitson Steam Tramcar and double deck trailer operating for our group.  

This 'Kitson' steam tramcar is the only one still operating in the world. 

The electric tramcars will also be available for our group members to drive.

 
An informal trambarn tour is available for those interested to see the tramcars being rebuilt to 'as new' condition.  Early lunch ( 11.30 am) will be available at the COOPERAGE, a restored railway cafeteria on site.

Free afternoon or - a visit to the Canterbury Society of Model Engineers including a boating pond and 2.5", 3.5" and 5" gauge tracks.

At 2.30 pm we travel to Maclean's Island to the visit the Christchurch live Steamers 7.25" gauge track for the remainder of the afternoon.





Accom - Rydges Hotel - Christchurch

Day 23 
Wednesday January 21st  

· Optional free day in Christchurch for those are trained out.

· 0800 hrs the coach departs for The 'Plains Railway' in Ashburton. 

The fully restored (1878) Rogers K88  'WASHINGTON'  2-4-2 tender locomotive will be in steam at 0930 hrs for our group. Locomotive cab / tender rides are in order here. Throttle time on a NZR diesel railcar is also available.

This locomotive is the first mainline passenger-hauling locomotive to operate in New Zealand.  (First passenger trip Christchurch - Dunedin in 1878)

Throttle time will be available on  'WASHINGTON'  at a cost of $50.00 per 

round trip. Drives of the railcar will cost $ 30.00 per round trip to help cover some of the operating expenses for the day. 

A catered lunch will be available on site.      1700 hrs Return to Christchurch.

Tentative bookings are made for the evening 'City Sights dining Tour' a five course meal on one of the dining tramcars.   Limit - 36 people  1930 hrs.

( $92.00 pp This is at your own cost)     Accom Rydges Hotel - Christchurch
Day 24

Thursday 22 Jan. 0815 Coach transfers the group to Railway Station.


0900 The Tranz Alpine Express departs via Arthurs Pass in the Southern Alps to Greymouth on the West Coast.  Coach takes us to ShantyTown, a rebuilt working gold mining village from 1860. (You can pan for gold here)

Vintage steam locos operate here daily. .


1530hrs Coach departs south for Franz Josef - Accom - Franz Josef Hotel
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Day 25 
Friday 23 Jan 0830 Coach departs to view the Franz Josef Glacier and then south down the West Coast via Hokitika, Haast Pass & Lake Hawea to Lake Wanaka.   
                                 Accom - Mt Aspiring Hotel - Wanaka
Day 26
Saturday 24th Jan  0830 Coach departs for the NZ Fighter Pilots Museum at Wanaka Airport. WW2 and other aircraft from all around the world are restored and rebuilt here. We have arranged a hangar / workshop tour to inspect the many restorations in progress. A  P 51 Mustang and a British Spitfire are on display along with many other rare aircraft, all in full working order.


Coach travels via Arrowtown & Underground Wine Cellar prior to visiting the A J Hackett Bungy Jump site. Arriving in Queenstown early afternoon. Afternoon free - 
                   www.queenstown.com   

At 1730 hrs we depart on the100 year old steam ship 'TSS EARNSLAW' 

for a cruise and dinner at Walter Peak Sheep Station. 

( This cruise and evening dinner are included in the trip costing ) 

Arrive back at Queenstown 10 PM 

Accom - Park Royal Hotel - Queenstown
Day 27
Sunday January 25th
 

Free day in Queenstown, NZ's Switzerland    

You may take a thrilling Jet Boat Ride or a spectacular Scenic flight from Queenstown over the Southern Alps including Milford sound. (at your cost)      

                                                     Accom - Park Royal Hotel Queenstown

Day 28

Monday January 26th



0830 Coach departs for Kingston and a visit to the Kingston Flyer, an NZR 

Ab 4-6-2 class locomotive and vintage steam train. We then head for the Croydon Aircraft factory at Mandeville where vintage 'de Havilland' aircraft are rebuilt.  Joy flights available - Lunch at the 'Moth' restaurant on site.

A visit to the Gore Model Engineers track, and a late afternoon visit to the Otago Model Engineering Society in Dunedin. 

Accom - Southern Cross Hotel.    

Day 29

Tuesday January 27th

Free morning or a trip to the Otago Albatross breeding Colony. or visit-
A double-ended 'Fairlie' steam loco at the Early Settlers Museum adjacent to the Dunedin Railway Station.    

In the afternoon we ride the Taiere Gorge rail excursion trip.(diesel hauled)

Depart Dunedin railway station 1430-hrs   Return 1830hrs   http://www.taieri.co.nz.. 

Accom Southern Cross Hotel - Dunedin 

Day 30 
Wednesday January 28th

Depart Dunedin 0830 hrs  Coach travels north via Oamaru  where we will visit the Parkside 'Oamaru Stone' quarry. This high quality stone has risen out of the seabed many thousands of years ago and is used in sculptures and heritage building construction. Lunch at the Parkside gardens on site. 

Arriving in Christchurch around 1700 hours.   An evening meal & 'Blow Down' will complete the tour.
                Accom - Rydges Hotel - Christchurch
Thursday 29th January 2004
For your information

 
Air New Zealand Flight 524 depart Chch 1.35pm to arrive 2.55pm in Auckland. Connecting with the NZ 6 flight departing Auckland 4.15pm to arrive 

LAX  29 Jan 7.15pm.  This flight is at your cost.
www.airnewzealand.co.nz
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GENERAL INFORMATION FOR INTENDING TRAVELLERS

TOUR GROUP IDENTIFICATION - Striped ' engineers train hats' help to identify the tour group. Please bring yours.  Pink for the ladies and blue for the guys.

COMMUNICATIONS WITHIN THE GROUP - Tour leaders will be using Radio Shack 

14 channel family radios to communicate with the group at the venues such as railway parks and at the ManuAriki Marae. These radios are a great help to keep the group informed when visiting large sprawling sites. May we suggest if you have one of these please bring it along

Model Number - Radio Shack 14 channel family band radio, FCC ID AA02101811 

LOCOMOTIVES FOR GROUP USE - Several live Steamers from North Island clubs are going to follow the tour and have locomotives available for tour members to use at the various club tracks.  Live Steamer, Ian McKay will be hauling my 4" scale Propane fired Shay loco 'ENTERPRISE' and my 1.6" scale Mogul, 'PHANTOM' to most of the track meets in the North Island to boost the equipment available for tour members use.  Jim Mc Lean with his Mogul "Hootsmon", Gavin Mc Cabe's 2-6-2 Prairie Loco, John Harman's 2-4-0  logging loco and John Romanes DD1 Pennsylvania Electric will be attending most of the North Island meets. Mike Orange and Rex Toms are following the tour and will be producing a CD for your computers with a slideshow of the trip highlights.  

SMOKING -

The tour is 'non smoking' when aboard the motor coach, trains and hotels.

RESTROOM STOPS - will be made on long distance sections. 

DONATIONS - We have included in the overall costs the 'donation' of $10.00 pp to each of the miniature live steam clubs who are providing us with meals.

TRIP COSTS - Auckland - Christchurch - 30 days - 31 nights
The cost for the tour with twin share accommodation is         NZ$ 7300.00 per person.

Airfares to Auckland and from Christchurch New Zealand are not included.

There will be a 10% per person cancellation fee after August 28th 2003
BOOKING CONFIRMATION - 

The balance of the trip cost is to be paid in full no later than AUGUST 28th 2003    

The tour is limited to a MAXIMUM OF 40 PERSONS.   32 confirmed @ 7/7/03 
We both look forward to your company on this tour. 

To be able to enjoy the spectacular scenery from the coach or train windows while travelling, you will be seated in a different seat on a daily basis.    

The Live Steam clubs and heritage railway groups we are visiting are all very enthusiastic about your visit. We will all have a great time.







Tour Directors - Dave & Lynne Giles
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RAILWAY RENDEZVOUS - NZ TOUR - 104  (Jan 2004)

REGISTRATION DETAILS 

Surname
…………………………
First name 
……………………… 

Spouse
…………………………
First name
………………………

Address
………………………………………………………………………

State

…………………………
Country
………………………

Phone 
………………………… 

Fax 

……………………… 

Next of Kin
…………………………
Ph

………………………

E-mail address
………………………………………………………………

Deposit paid
  
NZ$      ……………… US $ ………………  Conv Rate…... 

Final amount paid  
NZ$      ……………… US $ ………………  Conv Rate …..

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

Every effort will be made to adhere to the proposed schedule however, the Tour Directors reserve the right to amend the tour program if required in the event of any unforseen problem encountered on route. 

The Ikon Heritage Tour Directors have taken great care planning this trip. 

They will not be held liable for any losses, material, financial, war, or act of god, however incurred by any member/s of the group while on this tour.

Payment of the deposit for this tour is your acceptance of the terms and conditions as set out above by the tour Directors. 


Please forward this registration data to - IKON HERITAGE TOURS Ltd

PO Box 51056 - Pakuranga - Auckland - New Zealand

Phone  64 9 5358577    Fax  64 9 5767162    

Cell Ph  -  Lynne Giles     021 959 106 

Cell Ph - Dave Giles  025 959 106   

e mail -  ikon@xtra.co.nz

Check out some of IKON's other projects   http://www.ikoneng.com
